








Mammals have some of the most varied types of teeth in the animal kingdom, Because they have to be adapted to so many different
lifestyles. The elephant, as you might expect, has the largest teeth in the world. lIts tusks are actually modified incisors used for
digging and fighting, with one third of their mass embedded in the elephant’s skull, so they are even bigger than they look. The largest

known pair came from an African elephant in 1897; these giant teeth weighed 465 pounds!

Most mammals have between 20 and 30 teeth, except for marsupials, which average 30 to 50. The land mammal with the most teeth is
the Giant Armadillo, which can have as many as 100. In the ocean, the Long Snout Spinner Dolphin takes the prize with 252!

Most mammals have two sets of teeth in their life, and lose their baby or “milk teeth” once the jaw has grown larger. Humans lose
their baby teeth starting around age six. Rabbits usually shed their first set of teeth before they are born. Horses’ full sets of perma-

nent teeth don’t fully emerge until the horse is around five, making its teeth a good indication of its age. By Rachel Henry.




