






Thousands of years before the tooth brush was invented, people chewed on bones or used bird 
feathers. Many cultures also created rudimentary brushes by chewing on the end of a stick to fray it. 
The first toothbrush to resemble the modern design was created in China in the 1400s, by attaching 
stiff bristles from a pig’s neck to a bamboo stick. The first patent for a toothbrush in America came 
in 1857, for a design with a bone handle and boar bristles. Mass production of this design began 

around 1885. In 1938, synthetic fibers like nylon began to replace animal fibers as bristles.  

In 1959, the first electric toothbrush, called Boxodent, was introduced.  

From bones, feathers, frayed sticks, boar bristles, to nylon … we’ve come a long way! So now we 

can brush softly and don’t have to carry a frayed stick! 
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